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I 


’lUT-JI  JOiai  C^JPEELL  GULSTi  of  4  1^  oeellcs  Avenue,  TooreJe,  In  the 
£-tctc  cf  victoria,  erJee  oath  uiid  ouyi- 

I  nuQ  ActlHi:  Coix;.isaloni.r  for  the  Auatralian  Red  Crcea  Society 
in  NQlv^y...  J 

I  v/ent  to  lialvyn  in  October,  1941,  i£d  vea  ettnohod  to  the 
li^th  Dlvlaion,  BX  provloua  urr.n/^ant,  re  rcrc  extending 

Auatriilirii  Rod  crocs  l^ncflts  to  the  Britiali  Forces* 

n  boe.jac  0  prlaoncr  of  ;mr  on  the  15th  February,  1942*  I  apont 
the  rLole  of  ijy  tli-e  es  c  prisoner  of  rtr  c.t  the  Chen^  I  llitcry  prisoner 
of  wrr  o:x.p,  except  fer  tliree  v'coks  at  River  vt^llcy  Co^-P*  I  was  sxdically 
unfit  until  scptc;;ber,  1942,  itfid  in  that  intorveiii^j  period,  JT,  \:,E. 
Roberts  carried  cn  ea  ..ctliii*  COi^isuionor^ 

^  Oil  the  3l8t  Dccevaber,  1942,  !T*  Roberts  rua  arrested  by  the 
jupw-nese  and  irprisoned  in  tho  ^aol  ut  Outrcii  Ro<>d.  I  took  ohurBC  of  the 
unit  next  dey*  i  laixdiutely  caule  oenteot  tvith  the  cup  Con<.a;d;.U;t 'a 
office  and  lntorvle'.:cd  l4eutonaj:t  T-Jiake»  |  I  put  before  hi;,  the  nhole 
poatlon  LB  records  Red  Cross,  quoting  clauses  of  the  Convention,  rhlch  I 
offered  to  quote  to  hi::  in  full*  He  stilted  that  he  had  a  copy  of  tho 
Ccuventicn  and  nnde  notes  of  the  clauses  that  I  had  quoted*  I  lr.fcri  ed 
hir.  that  vo  aal:ed  hlci  for  no  extra  prlvilcccs  other  than  laid  dom  in  tho 
Convention*  on  boinc  naked  irhcther  the  jr.paneoc  liad  aiened  the  1929 
rrisonera  of  Tar  convention,  he  r.ould  i^ivc  ljc  no  definite  ansror* 

However,  i  found  froa:  subsequent  experience  that  they  would  quote  clauses 
out  of  it  when  it  suited  the:;.*  i  quoted  to  hiw:  fz*or:  tho  iyteue  Rules  of  19( 
and  fro;,  wiuxt  is  knct.x  as  the  Red  Cross  Convention  of  1929*  Ho  took  notes' 
of  these,  but  nover  denied  thr.t  they  applied.  I  also  .nde  upplioutions  in 
T.Titlna  to  the  Japanese,  but  written  applicotious  were  quitu  usolose  ' 
ffcy  never  on  any  occasion  <4im.ored  any  letter  that  l  nrcte  to  tLoe;,  I 
always  hod  to  fellow  it  up  personally  uid  they  took  so  little  interest 
that  very  often,  when  I  obtained  ^n  liiterview,  they  would  net  be  able  to 
find  tha  letter  that  lud  been  wTitten  to  them  on  the  subject*  was  sent 

tby  tleutenat  Tentka  to  see  Captain  HQchisuka,  who  appeared  to  be  ^djut:nt 
to  General  .jrinur;.*  TJ^rouch  his  office  i  was  perwitted  to  LX.ko  contact 
with  ir*  H*  sch’weizer,  the  u;ternational  Red  cress  iX- legato, with  whou, 
Ipchisukv.  Inforued  :x,  he  hud  been  in  touch  previously*  I  had  n>..de 
applications  for  vonoy  throuah  Red  Cross  channels  end  Hnchdsuku  eventually 
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inforzaed  lue  thot  I  ouald  obtoln  40t000  dollars  from  JA**  seKweizer  on  a 
prooiscory  note.  This  uonoy  i  eventual] y  obtained  in  lAiroh  1943*  IMter 
on  in  1943*  I  o'ctain  another  30fOGO  dollars,  baviivj  been  told 

1:1  the  uaajutiine  ihui  tn^  cation  of  m-ney  res  not  one  for  the  Japanese, 
rho  uarvly  ucced  an  intcricedinri'-s,  but  if  s^hrolzor  vas  rillin:^  to  lend 
und  I  ras  villin^  to  borriw,  thac  rzas  uU  there  r^-s  to  it.  Ihey  ^ave  the 
impres^iion  thi.t  they  would  c^it  faoilltlos  for  a  continuation  to  the  obain 
I  in,:,  of  loons,  but  later  refused _i^  The  particular  Jupunese  who  refused 
it  was  Lieutenant  shi^ki-uarra.  ~  He  hud  trdcan  iTichisuka's  place  about  the 
erd  of  April,  1943*  [ 'n  beitK>  refused  .fuellitles  to  obtain  further  loans, 

I  Iftved  £:'-.iinoL-:uW  ura  on  many  occualone,  pointin,^  out  to  him  the 

iir:,ant  rt^oess.ity  for  ,ied  Cross  financial  assistance  for  the  aick  und 
vounded  and  irisonora  of  rar  {generally,  particularly  in  the  absence  of 
ar.^  r^ular  supply  of  Red  cross  ^oods  from  outside,  but  did  not  meet  with 
ai.y  cucuess.  iventually,  the  Japanese  sent  for  ivjor  Shean,  who  nas  tho 
Liaison  Officer  betuoen  the  camp  and  the  jap^^ese  camp  office.  Ho  was 
informed  by  Tenuku,  to  use  their  orm  words,  that  they  could  not  observe 
me  any  lonoor,  beouuac  j  had  been  taken  ..'ith  the  fi^htinj  forces,J  l$ijor 
Shean  ached  if  they  h.a  any  personal  objection  to  me  and  thair  'fopl}'  was 
there  tas  nothino  like  that  about  it.  He  challenged  them  with  a  chanoe  of 
face  and  asked  whether  it  vma  an  instruction  from  hitJier  up  and  en  whose 
•instruction  tLis  attitude  uvs  adopted.  fTanaka  said  it  was  the  opinion  of 
Icenural  iiriiura.  Ha  then  suid  if  there  VZb  u  Swiss  or  portu^uoso 
ropresontativo  in- Singapore,  it  would  be  differanti  Ttijor  shean  then 
repeated  our  oft-mudo  request  for  schwoizer  to  come  into  thecany)  and  do 
oidinary  pad  Cross  work.  Th^y  s<.id  thay  wonted  this  request  in  writing;. 

It  vus  oiven  to  thorn  in  \7ritinL  by  colonel  hoIeiCs,  who  \;as  Comoander  of 
the  troops  in  Chanel,  and  hud  tuixn  Gonerul  percival's  place*  Later  they 
sont  for  Colonel  Holmes  and  told  him  that  tl:oy  could  net  uoknonled,^e 
Sch\;cizar  because  he  tuid  lived  in  siniuporc  prior  to  the  capitulation  und 
ml^ht  be  biussod  towards  prisoners  of  war.  T^iure  wore  no  representatives 
of  any  other  society,  but  the  Australian  in  tho  camp,  and  as  Actlnt; 
Cofflissioner  j  hud  to  make  Hod  Cross  representations  on  behalf  of  prisonara 
of  var  of  all  nationolltiea.  |  after  tho  refus..!  to  alien,  me  to  obtain  furtl. 
funds,  I  was  never  a^uin  ^'<^tcd  on  interview  with  any  Japanese  offlolal. 
They  iseued  uu  instruction  tliut  from  then  on  all  Red  Cross  mutters  were  to 
be  done  by  correspondence  tlirou£;h  cclonol  Holmes.  I  wrote  several  letters 
to  sohneizor  through  this  medium,  but  lezirnt  from  him  after  the  Japanese 
jurrondor  that  ho  did  not  ^^et  them.  Apparently  the  Japanese  hod  no 
inteztion  of  forwurdino  them. 

Ir”jTom  itovemU-r  1943  om.’urda  our  money  boin^*  oxliaustcd,  the  pur- 
ohuse  of  supplomcntury  rations  for  hospital  patients  come  to  on  end,  and 
when  our  amall  stock  of  foodstuffs  und  coul'orto  beoww  extiousted  in  1944i 
the  work  of  the  ,..ustrallan  Red  Cross  unit  practically  ceased.  \ 


At  no  time  was  Rod  Cross  ullowud  to  function  in  tho  oucy>, except 
in  a  very  limited  riunnor,  and  no  offor  of  facilities  ever  came  from  the 
jupunese  side.  Anything  tliut  we  were  allowed  to  do  was  only  after 
represwntations  had  been  mode  to  thorn  for  permission,  and  as  previously 
stated,  our  aotivitios  practically  o-jiio  to  cn  rnrt  ’ou. 
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i  ter  as  LioutcQuAt  st'iiaoke’.iurra  r/aa  conoernod*  I  had  close 

/acaliSoQ  t:lth  hir^,  inoludiiio  tho  urran^icmcnt  ol  u  loon  of  ^0,000  dollars 
tlxou^.!.  the  internet ioticl  Red  Croaa  Dclcc,utc,  on  account  of  the  Austru- 
ll.’ji  Red  Cross  society.  Ho\;e'ver,  he  *..'ould  ue  no  facilities  to  i 
Sini>poro  and  see  tho  intornationul  DclOGntc,  statin^  that  this  uus 
t!.c  japonoso  rules.  Re  brou^lit  the  money  out  to  tho  Chon^i  Cotnp  and  I 
eioned  the  docu-cnts  there.  Re  vrould  L>ivo  mo  no  faoilitios  to  ^o  out 
of  t!.e  cuig[)  ut  ell  to  moke  purchases.  i  took  up  T7ith  him  the  question  ol 
doin^  &oiaet!.in:.  for  tliC  priaonurs  of  tho  Kempoi  in  cutruu  Road  Gaol,  askii 
ponuission  to  send  foodstuffs  and  clothin^  to  them  from  our  stocks  in 
Cl  an^i,  but  he  rrould  not  ^runt  permission  for  this,  no  explained  that  the 
COf*l  vi.B  under  rcqpei  odcini strut  ion  and  amn^emonts  Trould  have  to  be 
j  node  tlj'ou^h  the  Japanese  i{ii>h  C<miaund|  cs  t).o  pow  administration  could 
not  approao).  the  Cotj>:>-ndunt  of  the  Outr.  i.iRoud  Guol  diroct.  I  brou^^Lt  tl.l; 
Liattor  up  T.’ith  him  on  several  occasions,  but  he  eventually  refused  to 
liston  to  further  requests,  'lo  admitted  tl^t  the  personnel  nero  in  u  bud 
condition  T/hen  they  c.me  out  of  the  c^olt  but  said  l.e  could  not  do  any- 

Ithin,:,  about  it.  i  also  cuGLCsted  to  him  on  one  occasion,  in  an  endeavour 
to  oCt  over  the  difficulty,  that  l.e  could  lot  the  internationcl  Deloc^ate 
Unov.  ti.ct  there  rorc  iiriooncrs  ol  rur  in  tho  outran  Rood  Guol,  and 
su^.csted  that  he  cull  on  the  ycol  cooinund.nt  to  soc  iTliotlicr  t'acre  nus 
,anj't!.ir.G  could  do  for  them.  Ho  '>:ould  not  do  this  ..nd  uppeured  to  be 
I  more  fri^htenud  of  tho  Kotopci  than  no  vereVj  sl'iookat;urra  had  in  his 
office  u  copy  of  the  Red  cross  Convention  in  japwjnoso.  On  sne  occasion, 
T.'hen  discussing  Red  Cross  {  •one.^  nith  him,  he  said  it  nus  u  mutter  betneen 
tho  mternutional  relegate  and  eq'bcW,  j  infermed  him  th>.t  I  knee  that 
Sclxoizer  could  lo^ji  ac  tjoncy  4.jid  th^t  i  n^.s  quite  nillln^  to  borrov  it 
on  behwlf  of  the  Australian  Rod  Cross  society,  as  it  m;s  very  nooessury  t 
help  the  prisoners  of  rur  generally  .s  much  as  possiblo.  i  hod  been 
ezter^in.  tl.e  service  in  the  conp  and  instead  of  buyin^  only  supplcmontai 
rations  for  hospital  decvoids,  i  hod  bean  uUoi.-int.,  a  ni.mll  amount  per  hc-vAl 
to  purchase  rations  for  all  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Oijqp,  Re  took  ix  to 
task  ovor  this  and  I  quoted  the  HOLue  Rules  and  Red  Cross  Convention  and 
stated  tliat  tho  Red  Cross  society  looked  after  nil  priconors  of  nur  and 
not  only  the  sick  once,  ko  referred  to  I.io  copy  of  the  Convention  and 
started  to  read  it,  After  u  rldlc,  ho  s-id,  niil  put  th..t  array*, end 
pL-cod  it  on  the  shelf  in  his  office.  Ro  found  out  that  it  did  not 
support  his  contention,  li  is  attitude  ras  typical,  not  only  of  shimo- 
ktworra,  but  of  all  Japanese  rith  vIjou  I  had  contact,-  liicy  could  quota 
ti.o  Conventions,  even  the  prisoners  of  convention  rhich  they  had  not 
si^cd.  Then  it  suited  them,  but  could  put  it  aside  rrhen  it  did  not. 


{^}T»  Schceizer,  the  internt.tional  Dele{^ate,  wus  never  permitted 
to  visit  the  Cliv-Toi  C-mp  until  after  the  surrender  of  the  Japanese,  when 
orders  cere  received  from  Tohyo  thet  international  Delei^ates  must  b 
allorred  to  function.  i  mi-.do  many  reprocontations  for  ir.  Schcclzer  to  be 
alloccd  to  visit  the  c.iq;,  as  also  did  tho  ^.rriy  authorities, but  vc  could 
nev^r  obtain  permission  either  from  the  C-mp  Conniandant • s  office  or  from 
the  'Te.dquarters  of  tic  PO'..’  Adini  strati  on.  iv*  Schcelzcr  also  nndo 
represent  at  ions  cithout  eucccs^  fur  us  IT»  sohyeizer  vis  conoorned 
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I  think  he  tried  very  h^jrd  to  curry  out  his  duties  us  un  mtcrnctionul 
Dclc^ute,  approuohin^  the  jupunese  in  Singapore  on  his  orm  account  ^uite 
frequently  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners  of  ror  ijid  civilicji  intornees.  Ko 
rus  ullo'./ed  to  do  slii^.tly  iaorc  for  the  internees  then  for  the  prisoners 
of  uur,  but  like  the  ^ustreliun  Red  Cross  society  onitt  vcb  never  &11omc( 
anythin^  approochino  adequate  focilltios.  Re  appeared  to  oe  to  be  trying 
ell  the  tlmo,  for  czuqplci  rhen  Huchisuka  left  the  pOfT  Aduini strut ioi^snd 
took  bis  place,  j  c..llod  on  shimokanarra  tluroe  or  four  dtys  later,  to 
infom  hia  of  nhut  hud  beon  coiBC'.  on  in  connection  VTith  Red  Cross, 
pcTticul:rly  bctn'cen  ir,  scl.'joizer  end  itself,  and  ncs  told  by  him  that 
there  ires  no  need  to  e3q>lain  as  tar.  soln^oizcr  had  already  been  in  touch 
*.;lth  h^lia  and  expl><incd  e7erythin«^. 

t  Apart  froia  the  iaoney  rhloh  wo  wore-  able  to  obtain  throu{,li  the 
Intornat ional  Red  Cross,  the  follor/inG  shipments  were  received  from  ovor« 
seus.  m  August,  1942,  230  tons  of  foodstuffs  arrived  on  a  rotumlna 
diplomatic  eocohunco  s2dp  from  Portuguese  s^st  Africa,  m  soptombor  1942, 
1690  tons  arrived  on  a  second  exchange  sl.ip,  also  from  Portuguese  fiast 
Africa.  ^  1*  is  T7US  put  into  two  ^o-donns  in  Singapore,  and  the  jnponeso 
asked  for  u  ropreouitetlve  of  the  Red  Cross  in  the  camp  to  t>o  down  and 
supervise  the  distribution.  1  wont  in  with  the  B-itish  iortiv  representativ 
and  stayed  at  the  River  valley  PO'7  cui^p  for  noerly  throe  weeks.  However, 
the  japouuse  did  not  roully  allow  us  to  suporvise  the  distribution,  .^hcy 
laid  do;7n  a  plan  of  allocution  and  ull  we  could  do  was  to  try  ojul  persuud< 
them  to  molce  u  fev;  small  alterations  in  this  allocution,  such  as  sending 
aoro  uuruite  to  the  civilian  cuup  for  the  uso  of  interned  children,  ne 
could  not  persuade  them  to  ouko  any  material  ulterutionin  their  plan  und 
eppeurod  to  be  only  there  us  u  way  out  for  them  if  there  were  any  ooii9>lc\i 
in  the  future. 


/a  furth.cr  stcall  shipment  arrived  in  February  1944  which  Included 
medical  supplies,  wo  were  never  supplied  with  cny  lists  other  then 
jupaneso  ones  of  the  total  quuntitios  in  those  ohipmonts.  so  could  not  chc 
them  properly . 


with  the  exception  of  the  September  1942  shipment  cfcntioned  above 
(jOods  from  th.cse  shipments  were  just  delivorod  into  tho  cunqps  on  sine^^porc 
Island  by  the  joponese  autlioritios,  but  we  kxMw  that  they  used  some  medic 
supplies  for  themselves,  us  the  (p'eater  quantity  of  these  were  kept  by  tL 
Japanese  A.D.K.S.,  ^'ho  de^lt  it  out  to  us  from  time  to  time. 


The  wei^t  of  the  food  parcels  which  arrived  in  February  1944* 

11  pounds  ^080,  and  they  contained  upproxlmutcly  6i  pounds  of  food,  ihis 
shipment  cams  from  Co^  in  portuiyueso  zast  Africa  ^aid  the  only  list  which 
was  held  by  the  camp  authorities  vrus  one  j:,iven  to  one  of  our  supply  office 
by'  u  Japanese  officer,  sho^.in.^  wlut  was  delivored  to  tho  other  comps  und  t 
the  Japanese  A.D.I'.S.  I  understond  that  tho  supplying  of  this  list  was  qu 
on  unofficial  la^ttex  ^jid  there  appeared  to  be  no  particular  reason  why  it 
should  be  (^ver.  to  us,  by  this  Jopencse  officer. 


A  fourth  sliipment  of  Red  Cross  supplies  arrived  in  l^irch  1945 1 
coqprisin^  Canadian,  British  and  American  food  parcels,  a  small  quantity 
of  drums  und  medico..!  supplies  end  some  clothino^  These  supplies  \:ero 
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l;andod  ovor  to  tLo  caj:*  uutV.oritiea.  but  Qs  tho  juponcae  rationa  ;;erc  ao 
ocnnty  ut  the  tiut.  each  P(r»  In  tho  ou.>i)  T7ua  not 

pcroolo  r/bre  brolrcu  do\n  ond  portionofl  out  us  un  addition  to  rutiona, 

ULke  them  1..8t  over  a  Ioniser  period.  Thenc  ^ 

from  vlndivontok.  niran^x-d  by  !lcd  Croaa.  H.ey  xvare 

roferonce  to  the  mternatlonal  Doloh^te  or  uyaelf.  ^  ok<« 

national  Dolc<,;rtc  •tub  concornod,  none  of  the  mtornc-tionul  nod  croaa  a  p- 
menta  t.ore  rSforrod  to  hln  by  the  jupunooe.  -Torklnfi  purt^a  vero  J® 

Sln-eporo  from  acJitl  to  huidlo  thla  ahipwnt.  They  reported  to  me  that  the 
^ole  of  the  ouppllea  vore  not  diatributeo,  aoue  belief,  act  aaide,  tnoy 
thoinjit,  for  Burme  cjid  sui^tra,  and  a  portion  left  uii^llocuteu.  -S 
I  knew  ut  tho  tli»,  the  japunoao  hud  no  ueunc  of  L©ttlno  tucao  auppllea  t 

;  mid  their  clilppiu^  position  ».oa  very  purloua.  /  The  auppllos  eoro  J“«t  l^t 

/  in  store  ond  in  opito  of  reproaentutiona  \7hich  ncre  u^e  to 
aoQD  of  tho  BuppUoa  sent  out  to  Chan,.l  Cusp,  ua  people  nore^ino  for  ^t 
of  proper  food^^tho  jap.^neso  ould  not  coi^^ly  trith  this  request.  jSter  their 
surrender,  they  sent  theoe  supplies  to  tho  Cl.enci  C^mp  ur^  other 
S^^re  island,  and  tenerully  tried  to  incTaticte  tliia^^  malcin^  other 
supplies  they  hud  in  store  ovuiluble  und  ullorini,  ]T*  sclwoizcr  his  drui,  * 

00  th-t  they  could  be  delivered  quicker. 

APonL  the  supplioc,  in  addition  to  the  Red  Cross  supplies,  the 
Tupanesc  rclcuscd  cheese,  condensed  milk  and  other  cocmodltlos  which  had 
"been  in  Sir^upore  since  before  its  capture,  T.hich  shows  that  they  coulu 
have  dor.o  a  lot  Lwre  for  us  durlnc  tho  period  of  our  captivity. 

liie  jvponoas  also  sent  out  further  madicul  supplies,  of  which  ne 
hud  been  very  short  and  v/hich  they  informed  us  they  could  not  ©upply. 

.Oi  ey  hod  bean  in  their  Red  Cross  store  in  Slncoporo  for  soarmontha^.J 

AS  far  us  uy  personal  treatnant  rua  concerned,  it  was  the  au^  as 
that  osted  out  to  any  other  officer .  I  feel  that  I  aaist  repeat  that  if  I 
end  other  repreoontatlves  of  the  Rod  Croaa  hud  not  made  representations  for 
peruisaion  to  do  Red  Cross  ork,  ro  would  have 

leered  by  the  Japanese.  llo  move  evor  came  from  thoir  side  to  facilitate 
Tied  cross  i.orh,  IT.  schveizor  coixiented  on  this  to  me  during;  a 
roasnta  \:o  rot  tOLother  on  our  o\Ti  on  un  occasion  \/hen  ijachisuku  ♦©f*'  ^ 
into  sinoapore,  Uso,  th^t  on  no  occasion  hi.d  he  seer,  any  reprowntatlve 
of  tho  Japanese  Rod  Cross  society  there,  we  both  .»d  to  aeal  .  rth 
authoritiee  to  whom  Rod  Cross  '..’oik  nas  a  side  line  ^e  who  reiiardoa  it 
^cnerulli-  upeukinL  us  rather  a  nuisance.  aS  for  .-s  I  am  aware,  there  was 
no  Red  cross  representative  in  jjilwya,  and  no  representative  of  the  Ju^onoso 
Red  cross  society  ever  visited  the  Chun:^  Cuiip.  On  one  occcsion,  I  heard 
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lyldentiury  Dooiuj&nt  ifo,  5057B» 

5. 

that  a  POV7  DoloLotion  x:ua  ootAnii  from  •pikyo  to  inspoot  the  pen  Canpa. 

I  modo  application  to  the  japunose  ooiJip  authoritiea  to  moot  the  delenjatio: 
but  the  reply  vua  that  they  ;;ere  not  ooiiino  and  tre  did  not  aee  unyono. 

t 

Suon  it  i/tlbourno  in  tlie  state  ) 

of  ^^iotori^  this  the  tonth  day  )  (Si^^od)  W,J,  CAljPBELL  GUEST, 
of  October  1946.  ) 

Before  iae« 

(Si^^ed)  S.E.  ELDER. 

A  Comdsaloner  of  tho  suprerie  Court  of 
Victoria  for  tukinc  offidavito. 
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